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OUR MISSION 
 
 

 
 

To provideé 

children and adults with a 

physical disability, the 

opportunity to participate 

in a fun, inclusive sport 

and be a part of the 

Rugby League family. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Indigenous Combined Nations vs NSWPDRLA All Stars Game (Annual NAIDOC Week event) 
Noah Pittas on Ed Sharpôs shoulder
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OUR VISION 
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To become a national body with state bodies - state bodies 
managing their competition ï the national body managing the 
rules of the game, governance, finance and business of the 
PDRLA as a whole. 

 
The national body to gain DGR status - to attract suitable and 
significant supporters, sponsors and funding - to progress our 
purpose and our game nationally and worldwide. To compete in 
the 2021 World Cup. 

 
Seek opportunities to promote our organisation and our 
inclusive game - within the national, states and territories rugby 
league communities - cement our relationships within those 
communities. 

 
For our players, in the immediate seasons - provide appropriate 
accreditation for volunteers who support our teams. Provide 
players with more and different opportunities to increase their - 
strength, rugby league skills, community and likelihood to play 
the game they love. 

 
Foster and promote a strong, positive and inclusive culture 
within our organisation that is led by the Board. For the Board 
and members to be aware of, understand and follow NRL and 
Association policies, procedures and code of conduct. 

 
For our organisation to continue to be - family friendly, 
respectful, social and inclusive. For our volunteers and players 
to - enjoy the game, have fun and a healthy attitude towards 
sportsmanship and to develop themselves and their rugby 
league skills. 
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To enter the year 2023 with 8 teams who have developed strong 
and reciprocal relationships with their respective NRL Clubs. 
Share that relationship with other inclusive rugby league 
organisations within the NRL. Be mentored by the NRL and state 
bodies of the Clubs. 

 
Each of our teams operating independently and supported by 
accredited volunteers including the referees, coaches, managers 
and trainers. We aspire to provide these teams with two tiers ï 
for more experienced and competitive players and for less 
experienced or younger or less competitive players. 

 
Our business model, culture, laws of the game, player 
classification and representative selection criteria will be the 
benchmark for other countries wishing to start a physical 
disability rugby league competition. 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 
2019 Indigenous Combined Nations vs NSWPDRLA All Stars Game (Annual NAIDOC Week event) 
Left to right ï Blake Eagleson, Daniel Frost, Craig Anderson, Steve Cremona (AB), PDRLA founder in 
red shorts George Tonna 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We would like to thank our talented volunteers for the wonderful photographs taken 
on behalf of the Association throughout the season. Without you we could not 
capture the moments so well or be able to remember and share them, through this 
document, with our members, sponsors and the community. 
 
Marco Quintao Snr 
Cilene Quintao 
Joel Pragnell 
Trish Spennati 
Neil Williamson 
 
This Annual Report was written and complied by Marianne Caddy and proofread by 
Craig Anderson and Neil Williamson. 
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OUR HISTORY 
 
 
George Tonna, Paralympian for ó7-a-sideô Football, had a dream of setting up a 
modified form of Rugby League for people with a physical disability. 
 
One of the Founding Committee members that joined George in making the dream 
come true was, Stan Pragnell. He was also the Secretary/Media Manager on the 
Board in 2012 and 2013 and captured our history from its first days in his 2012 and 
2013 Annual Reports. Extracts from the reports and of his heart-felt words are below 
in italics. 
 

2010 to 2012 
 
On 14 October 2010, a committee of nine people was formed to launch a dream. This 
dream was to provide a framework for people with a physical disability to be able to 
play ñThe Greatest Game of Allò. The committee created an Association 
(NSWPDRLA) and that Association set the dream in motion. 
 
The concept started simply enough, with a few blokes vowing to get together once a 
month and play football together. They didnôt even have jerseys or teams, just the 
desire to get out there and play. But as determination grew, so did the numbers and 
the few blokes became many. 
 
Soon it wasnôt good enough just to play. They wanted to play for their colours and for 
the pride of a team. So, the committee formed two teams under the one banner. The 
Eastern Sydney Stingrays (the Rays) and the Western Sydney Outlaws (the Outlaws). 
 
The first ever clash took place on 4 December 2010, when the Stingrays and Outlaws 
drew 24 all. In the second game on 29 January 2011, the Stingrays won convincingly, 
by 42 to 32. However, on 5 February 2011, the Outlaws balanced the books by taking 
out the game 28 to 14. 
 
Word soon spread about these ñDisabledò people who dared to stomp the grass of the 
football field and soon our first major sponsor came on board to lend some well needed 
support. With a substantial sponsorship, Macarthur Disability Services (MDS) made it 
possible for the dream to grow bigger and stronger. 
 
By 2012 over fifty people with varying types of disability and from all over NSW took 
the field to give their all - in front of friends, relatives and loved ones. 
 
And throughout 2012 some great celebrities supported NSWPDRLA taking the field 
alongside the players. Guest players included -. Jason Stevens, Manoa Thompson, 
Jay Bandy, Sean Garlick (all former NRL players), Michael Johnson (representing 
sponsorôs MDS), Nick Walshaw (Daily Telegraph) and Brad Cooke (Host of the 
BareFoot Rugby League Show ï NITV). 
 
4 February 2012 
NSWPDRLA were invited to present an exhibition game during the International Nines 
Tournament at Cabramatta Sports Ground. The Association took this opportunity to 
launch their inaugural Cup Day and two more teams. 
 
This invitation has continued and is our first promotional event played each year, 
during the 9s at Cabramatta ï which is now our home ground. 
  

https://www.mdservices.com.au/
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2012 MILESTONES 
 
6 August 2011 ï Nick Walshaw (Daily 
Telegraph) wrote his first of three articles on 
PDRLA (known as the Association or 
NSWPDRLA). 
 
8 August 2011 ï NSWPDRLA became 
officially affiliated with NSW Rugby League 
 
29 September 2011 ï The Board President, 
George Tonna, appeared on Fox TV sports 
show, Barefoot Rugby League. The show 
focused on Indigenous sport and George 
was presented with a Country Origin jersey 
to assist with fundraising. 
 
10 December 2011 ï The Stingrays and the 
Outlaws played to a substantial crowd at the 
annual International Day of People with 
Disability held at Narrabeen Sports Centre 
(home of NSWRL Academy). 
 
4 February 2012 ï Invited to present an 
exhibition game during the International 9s 
tournament at Cabramatta Sports Ground. 
The PDRLA inaugural Cup Day was played 
with four teams and Tas Baitieri 
(International Rugby League Development 
Manager NRL) presented the cup to the 
Stingrays, the overall winners by a 2 point 
difference. 
 

 

2012 Office Bearers 
 
George Tonna ï President 
Stan Pragnell ï Secretary/Media Manager 
Darren Hodgson ï Treasurer 
David Smith ï Football Operations 
Keenan Di Francesco ï Football Operations 
Marik Gleizer ï General Committee 
Che Fornusek ï General Committee 
Matt Aguire ï General Committee 
 

 
 

 
2012 
Sponsors & Supporters 
 
Macarthur Disability Services 
Avatree 
 
Spot on Video 
Bentons 
Cabramatta Leagues Club 
Milroy Hodgson Partners 
Ingleburn RSL 
Cameo Carpet Cleaners 
Cleaning Solutions 
Men of League 
 
NSW Rugby League 
 

 

 
 
 
The two extra teams formed in 
early February 2012 allowed 
representation from the North, 
South, East and West of Sydney - 
the Stingrays, Pirates, Outlaws 
and Cavaliers. 
 
In September 2012 these teams 
played the first 7s competition for 
Physical Disability Rugby League. 
 

2013 
Stan writes in the 2013 Annual 
Report ï 
 
I look at that name, Physical 
Disability Rugby League and I 
wonder at the irony of it. We call it 
Physical Disability, yet from 
watching month after month and 
especially in the Grand Final, I 
realise there is more óabilityô in this 
Association than we could hope to 
imagine. 
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2013 MILESTONES 
 
The first full year (nine round) 
tournament with four full teams 
competing for the trophy. 
 
NRL support allowed the four teams 
to be rebadged as the Rabbitohs, 
Sea Eagles, Roosters and Jets. 
 
Played at ANZ in front of some 
40,000 spectators thanks to the 
support from South Sydney 
Rabbitohs and the team at Souths 
Cares. 
 
NSWPDRLA rebadged as Physical 
Disability Rugby League Australia 
with national intentions including 
setting up a State of Origin 
framework. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2013 Office Bearers 
 
George Tonna ï President 
Che Fornusek ï Secretary 
Stan Pragnell ï Media Manager 
Darren Hodgson ï Treasurer 
David Smith ï Football Operations 
Keith Povah ï Football Operations 
Marik Gleizer ï Player Management 
Dylan Jobson ï Player Management 
 

 
 

2013 
Sponsors & Supporters 
 
Macarthur Disability Services 
Cabramatta Rugby League Club 
Ingleburn RSL Club 
Avatree 
Milroy Hodgson Partners 
 
Manly Sea Eagles 
Newtown Jets 
South Sydney Rabbitohs 
Sydney Roosters 
Fitness to Suit U 
Everything Sports 
Spot on Video 
Cameo Carpet Cleaners 
Cleaning Solutions 
The Sharpe Family 
Men of League Foundation 
 
NSW Rugby League 
 

 

 
 
26 October 2013 - The first Awards Night 
Dignitaries included Rhys Wesser, Brad Cooke and Steve Hewson. 
 
 

2014 to 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
NAIDOC Week - The KARI 
Heritage Shield has been 
held annually since 2014 
and is competed by the 
Indigenous Combined 
Nations and NSWPDRLA 
All Stars side. It is held in 
NAIDOC Week on the first 
Sunday in July at Redfern 
Oval. 
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City vs Country - In the same year, 2014, PDRLA started its annual City vs Country 
clash in regional NSW as a curtain-raiser for the NRL's now-discontinued City-Country 
fixture. City is undefeated, having won the first three matches then drew with Country 
in their last game in Mudgee. 
 
Our Competition ï Support from KARI was provided in 2016 by sponsoring our 
competition, which unlocked more opportunities. The Wests Tigers NRL Club 
supported a PDRLA Wests Tigers team who joined the other four teams in the KARI 
Premiership - Sydney Roosters, Newtown Jets, Manly Sea Eagles and South Sydney 
Rabbitohs. All teams are supported by the corresponding NRL Clubs - including being 
given the opportunity to play demonstration and curtain raiser games for NRL matches 
during their season. 
 
In 2018, as the end of PDRLAôs first decade approached, new opportunities continued 
to be opened-up by our devoted and enthusiastic volunteers, the inspiring and 
inclusive rugby league community and our loyal sponsors and supporters. The 
volunteer and supporter base grew, aiding with the original long-term dream of 
creating a national entity that could provide Physical Disability Rugby League 
throughout the nation. 
 

Shaun Spence, the Wests Tigers (Fan 
Engagement and Community Manager) had been 
volunteering and supporting us for some time. He 
was a person the whole membership valued and 
respected and in 2018 he became our first patron. 
Shaun could relate to the adversities faced by our 
membership. His dream career, playing rugby 
league, came to a halt early; after being concussed 
more than once. If he continued playing, he risked 
permanent brain injury. When an opportunity to 
further his career interstate opened-up, we were all 

very pleased for him and wished him well. But also, very disappointed that PDRLA had lost 
such a significant person. 
 
 
In 2018 George Tonna, PDRLA founder, was 
nominated by Patricia Spennati to become our 
first life member. She valued and was enthused 
by his impact and influence in establishing and 
advancing Physical Disability Rugby League in 
Australia since 2010. He continually sought 
opportunities - working hard to promote and seek 
donations, sponsorship and support - ensuring 
the Association grew and members were able to 
play the game they loved. The Board and 
members all agreed by their vote and he 
accepted life membership on the 19/04/2018. 

 
Another first happened in 2018 thanks to the collaboration between Adam Hills 
(comedian ï The Last Leg), Englandôs Warrington PDRL Team, George Tonna and 
the 2018 Board with huge support from our sponsor NOVA Employment. 
 
Warrington and our 2018 Premiers, PDRLA South Sydney Rabbitohs team, played a 
Club Challenge. This involved two games, played at - ANZ Stadium 30/8/2018 and 
Redfern Oval 2/9/2018. Rugby League legends such as Andrew Johns, Shaun 
Briscoe and Matt King played with Warrington and Roy Assotasi and Bruce 
Longbottom joined our Premiers. Adam Hills played with Warrington in the first game 
then in the second game he played with our PDRLA Rabbitohs team. The Challenge 
went to Warrington who, without a doubt, won both games. 
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PDRLA Representing Australia 
 
In October 2018, the PDRLA participated at an international level, representing 
Australia in the Physical Disability Test series as part of the Rugby League Emerging 
Nations World Championship. Australia beat New Zealand 14-8 to claim a hard-fought 
series 2-1. Earlier that year, in February, our representative players also competed 
successfully in the Rugby League Commonwealth Championships. 
 
This was a rugby league nines tournament organised by the Rugby League 
International Federation (RLIF), played in Moreton Bay Queensland as one of the 
exhibition sports for the 2018 Commonwealth Games. Australia were declared the 
gold medallists due to having a better pool result. 
 
 

PAST RECORDS 
 
Note: 
Northern Sydney Pirates became Manly Sea Eagles 
Southern Sydney Cavaliers became South Sydney 
Rabbitohs 

 
 

Year Premiers Runners-up 
2012 Northern Sydney Pirates Southern Sydney Cavaliers 

 

2013 South Sydney Rabbitohs Manly Sea Eagles 
 

2014 Sydney Roosters Newtown Jets 
 

2015 Manly Sea Eagles Newtown Jets 
 

2016 South Sydney Rabbitohs Manly Sea Eagles 
 

2017 Newtown Jets Manly Sea Eagles 
 

2018 South Sydney Rabbitohs Wests Tigers 
 

2019 Newtown Jets South Sydney Rabbitohs 
 

 
 

Player of the Year 
 

Year Player Club Points 
 

2012 Kyle Lloyd 
Josh Nohra 

Southern Sydney Cavaliers 
Southern Sydney Cavaliers 

6 
6 

2013 Dylan Jobson Manly Sea Eagles 25 
2014 Che Fornusek Newtown Jets 17 
2015 George Tonna South Sydney Rabbitohs 16 
2016 Kyle Lloyd Manly Sea Eagles 10 
2017 Marco Spennati Sydney Roosters 9 
2018 Kyle Lloyd 

Peter Mitchell 
Manly Sea Eagles 
South Sydney Rabbitohs 

 

2019 Kyle Lloyd 
Daniel Frost 

Manly Sea Eagles 
South Sydney Rabbitohs 
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KARI Heritage Shield 
 Result Man of the Match 

Year NSWPDRLA 
All Stars 

Indigenous 
Combined 

Nations 

NSWPDRLA 
All Stars 

Indigenous 
Combined 

Nations 
 

2014 28 16 Nick Riches Kyle Lloyd 

2015 10 8 Mitch 
Gleeson 

Tristan 
Gibbs 

2016 22 16 Marco 
Spennati 

Jim Doolan 

2017 20 20 Rylee Lowe Brad 
Hardman 

2018 30 8   

2019 12 6   

 

NSWPDRLA City vs Country 

 Result Man of the Match 

Year City Country City Country 
 

Apex Oval, Dubbo    

2014 14 4 Bill Bussell David Grech 
 

McDonald Park, Wagga Wagga   

2015 28 12  Johnathan 
Day 

 

Shillington Park, Tamworth   

2016 16 12  Mitch Gleeson 
 

Glen Willow Sports Complex, Mudgee   

2017 12 12 Bow 
Lennon 

 

 

Player - 50 Game Tally 
2012-2016 Kyle Lloyd 63 

2012-2016 Dylan Jobson 55 

2012-2016 Geoff Clarke 53 

2012-2016 Jono Smith 60 

2012-2016 Nick Riches 52 

2012-2016 George Tonna 55 

2012-2016 Bill Bussell 52 

2012-2016 Che Fornusek 56 

2012-2016 Ed Sharp 56 

2012-2017 Marco Spennati 53 

Reached in 2018 Garry Kingi  

Reached in 2018 Rylee Lowe  

Reached in 2018 Joel Pragnell  

Reached in 2018 Marco Quintao Jnr  

Reached in 2019 Todd Dorward  

Reached in 2019 Peter Mitchell  

 

Player - 100 Game Tally 
2012-2019 Ed Sharp  
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SECTION 1 ABOUT US 

 
 

ABOUT US 
 
NSW Physical Disability Rugby League Association (ABN 59 780 863 640) is the 
trading name of Physical Disability Rugby League Australia ï Inc.9894610 (the 
Association or PDRLA). We are a not-for-profit with a Charitable Fundraising Licence 
- No.24460 and are affiliated with NSWRL. 
 
We are run solely by volunteers, who are not remunerated. Each year our finances 
come from a combination of applying for grants, being sponsored by businesses and 
NRL Clubs or individuals, registration/membership fees, fundraising and donations. 
 
We cater for players with a physical disability. There are other associations that cater 

for varying types of 
intellectual and sensory 
disabilities. Sporting 
activities, including Rugby 
League, provide benefits to 
health and well-being and 
assists in fostering a positive 
social environment. 
 

 
We welcome players from all backgrounds, cultures, genders and abilities and 
currently play an open age competition. The safety of all players is foremost, and our 
ñRed Shortsò rule safeguards the safety and well-being of players. 
 

Who can Play 
Children, women and men who never thought they could! 
 
The rules and competition are true to the game. But have been modified to cater for 
those with a passion for rugby league and with a physical disability that affects their 
strength, speed or coordination ï to safely play the game they love. 
 
The most common disabilities of participants include conditions such as cerebral 
palsy, acquired brain injury (ABI) and stroke but other physical disabilities qualify as 
well. Eight of the 10 impairment classes in the Paralympic Movement are eligible to 
play in PDRLA: impaired muscle power, athetosis, impaired passive range of 
movement, hypertonia, limb deficiency, ataxia, leg length difference and short stature. 
 
These impairments should be directly related to the condition and not due to 
secondary deconditioning due to an inactive lifestyle or usual wear and tear of aging. 
 

First step to Join PDRLA as a Player 
If you wish to join our competition ï use the CONTACT US FORM on our website ï 
and request to start the process by completing the medical assessment form. Include 
your email address in the message so we can send you the medical assessment form. 
 

Social Media 
We have a Facebook page where you can keep up to date with current member and 
competition information. You can also check us out on LinkedIn and our website 
(www.nswpdrla.com.au). 
 

  

https://nswpdrla.com.au/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/NSWPDRLA/
https://nswpdrla.com.au/
http://www.nswpdrla.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NSWPDRLA/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/physical-disability-rugby-league-australia
https://twitter.com/nswpdrla
https://www.youtube.com/user/NSWPDRL
mailto:members@nswpdrla.com.au
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SECTION 1 OUR SPONSORS and SUPPORTERS 

 
 

FOR THE 2019 SEASON 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
NRL and NSWRL for providing the 
Association with so much valuable 
support and assistance each year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NSWRL presents annual grants for affiliates programs 
 
Author NSWRL  
Thu 28 Mar 2019, 04:51 PM 

 
The NSWRL has presented their annual grants for their affiliates programs for the 
2019 Rugby League season at the Centre of Excellence on Thursday afternoon. 
 
The affiliates include PushônôPower Rugby League, Wheelchair Rugby League, NSW 
Universities Rugby League, NSW Police Rugby League, Physical Disabilities Rugby 
League, Norfolk Island, ACT Rugby League, and various school groups. 
 

 
Board members Neil Williamson and Patricia (Trish) Spennati 
Accepting our 2019 NSWRL grant from CEO David Trodden 

 

 
 
 

 THANK YOU 
 
 Cabramatta Rugby League Club for your 
 support and the use of the grounds and facilities 
 each year. 
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SECTION 1 OUR SPONSORS and SUPPORTERS 

 
 

FOR THE 2019 SEASON 
 

THANK YOU 
 
For your generous longstanding support and sponsorship that has helped the 
Association to grow and provide opportunities for our members to play the game 
they love and increased opportunities to play here in Australia and overseas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Oran Park and South West Sydney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
























































































